Clay Día de los Muertos Sugar Skulls
Closed Form Pinch Pots Inspired by Day of the Dead

Subject Area: Sculpture I

Grade Level: 10th – 12th  

Materials: 
· 
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· Clay
· Clay Tools
· Colored Pencils
· Day of the Dead References & Handouts
· Drawing Paper 
· Kiln
· Markers
· Paint Brushes
· Paint or Glaze
· Pencils
· Plastic Bags
· Sharpie Marker
· Skull References
· Slip
· Wooden Boards


Objectives:
Creating, Performing, and Participating in the Arts (NYS #1):
· Students will sketch ideas for their closed form pinch pot skulls that relate to Día de los Muertos. 
· Students will use clay to create a clay vessel consisting of at least two pinch pots put together. 
· Students will learn how to create a three-dimensional decorative sculpture out of clay as it relates to Día de los Muertos. 
· Students will learn how to carve and sculpt in to clay as opposed to drawing designs on it. 

Knowing and Using Art Materials and Resources (NYS #2):
· Students will use pencil and paper to sketch their ideas. Students can draw their own skulls or use a blank skull handout as a starting point. (Skulls do not have to be human)
· Students will use clay to create skulls. 
· Students will plan out how they will assemble their sculptures. 
· Students will learn how to be sensitive to the nuances of shaping clay with just their hands and tools. 
· Students will learn how to use and store clay, as well as clean up in an appropriate manner.

Responding to and Analyzing Works of Art (NYS #3):
· Students will reacquaint themselves with the design elements and principles (specifically form, shape, color, balance, unity, emphasis and harmony). 
· Students will then utilize the elements and principles when creating their closed form pinch pot skull. 
· Students will react and respond to artwork, photographs, and crafts related to Día de los Muertos. 
· Students will demonstrate their skills in creating, finishing, and reflecting on the three-dimensional form they created in clay. 

Understanding the Cultural Dimensions and Contributions of the Arts (NYS #4):
· Students will begin to explore and comprehend the difference between 2-dimensional art and 3-dimensional art and media. 
· Students will understand the difference between functional pottery and decorative pottery. 
· Students will understand and be able to reference the traditions, artwork, and cultural significance of Día de los Muertos.
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What are Closed Form Pinch Pots? 
A Closed Form Pinch Pot is a clay vessel made by attaching two or more pinch pots together creating an enclosed space. Using two or more pinch pots to create a vessel enables the artist to create both functional and decorative clay pieces. A closed form pinch pot enables the artist to work on a larger scale as well as be creative with shape and design. Artists can create vases, teapots, containers with lids, or representational or abstract sculptures using this technique. Taking inspiration from the sugar skulls made during Día de los Muertos students will create closed form pinch pots with realistic human skull features and Day of the Dead designs. 

What is Día de los Muertos? 
Day of the Dead is celebrated in Mexico and in certain parts of the United States and Latin America. The holiday focuses on gatherings of family and friends to pray for and remember friends and family members who have passed away. The celebration occurs on November 1st and 2nd in connection with the Catholic holidays of All Saints' Day (November 1) and All Souls' Day (November 2). 

People visit the cemetery where their loved ones are buried, and they decorate gravesites and homes with marigold flowers and candles. The candles help to lead the souls of the dead back to their families. Toys are brought for dead children and food and liquor for adults, called ofrenda (offerings). 

Celebrators sit on picnic blankets next to gravesites and eat the favorite food of their loved ones. Families build altars in their homes, dedicating them to the dead. They surround these altars with flowers, food and pictures of the deceased. Candles are lit and placed next to the altar. People don wooden skull masks called calacas and dance in honor of their deceased relatives. The wooden skulls are also placed on altars that are dedicated to the dead. A relative or friend eats sugar skulls made with the names of the deceased on the forehead as tribute. 

Motivation:
The teacher will show students a PowerPoint presentation introducing the students to Día de los Muertos and examples of the artwork, traditions, and celebrations relating to the holiday. The teacher will then lead a discussion with the students about how they can relate sugar skulls and marigolds, traditional Día de los Muertos decorations, into clay sculptures. The teacher will show the students examples of past students works. 

The teacher will then have students use colored pencil, marker, and Sharpie Marker to design and color their own sugar skull. 

Teacher Preparation:
· The teacher will collaborate with LOTE teachers to gather information about Día de los Muertos.  
· The teacher will create all necessary handouts.
· The teacher will create a PowerPoint presentation.
· The teacher will have clay ready for student use. 
· The teacher will make sure students have the proper supplies in order to create their vessels and sketches.

Lesson:  
Part I:
· The teacher will show students a PowerPoint presentation detailing the holiday Día de los Muertos and examples of the artwork, traditions, and celebrations relating to the holiday. 
· The teacher will then lead a discussion with the students about how they can relate sugar skulls and marigolds, traditional Día de los Muertos decorations, into clay sculptures. 
· The teacher will then have students use colored pencil, marker, and Sharpie Marker to design and color their own sugar skull. 
· Students will then place their drawing in their sketchbook for later reference.  
· The teacher will review the day’s activities with the students and check for understanding. 

Part II:
· The teacher will review the previous day’s activity with the students.
· The teacher will ask for student volunteers to describe what they did yesterday and what they think they will be working on today. 
· The teacher will answer any questions students may have about the activities from the day before. 
· The teacher will review with students the fundamental properties of clay and how it should be handled, including wedging, creating a pinch pot, and scoring and slipping. 
· Students will be informed of expectations for the lesson. Students will have to create a closed form pinch pot sculpture that is inspired by Day of the Dead. The teacher will remind students that each of their pinch pot should have walls of an equal thickness and they should use the proper method for attaching clay to clay. 
· The teacher will demonstrate how the students will create their pinch pots and score and slip them together.
· The teacher will stress the importance of not placing their pinch pots on the table to avoid creating an unwanted flat spot. Pinch pots should be stored on their lip.  
· Before the students start working the teacher will review with students the proper clean up and storing procedures. 
· Next the students will begin creating their pinch pots. 
· Students will take an appropriate amount of clay to make their sculptures. Students will keep clay not being used wrapped to retain its moisture. 
· Students will then create the appropriate number of pinch pots to create their piece. The walls of the pinch pots should have an even thickness not exceeding ½”. 
· The students will build their pinch pots and prepare to assemble them. 
· When the students are ready to start building their sculptures they will score and slip the pinch pots together. 
· Students will then roll a coil and meld it into the seam to reinforce it. 
· As the closed form sculpture is created, students will begin to mold the pots into the necessary shape in order to create the piece they have planned. 
· Clay should be added to the back of the sculpture in order for it stand the way a human skull would (resting on the back of the skull and the jaw). 
· Clay can just be mended on where necessary.
· Students will then wrap and store their work and resume his or her project the next day. 
· The teacher will review the day’s activities with the students and check for understanding. 

Part III:
· The teacher will review the previous day’s activity with the students.
· The teacher will ask for student volunteers to describe what they did yesterday and what they think they will be working on today. 
· The teacher will review with the students the criteria for the project.
· The teacher will answer any questions students may have about the activities from the day before. 
· Once students have added enough clay on to the back of the skull in order for it stand up. The students will be reminded about trapping air inside their piece. 
· Students will create eye and nose holes for air to escape. 
· Students will reference human skulls in order to create the shape and placement of eyes, nose, and chin. 
· In order for the piece to dry evenly and ensure that no air is trapped in the skull. Students will perform a “craniotomy” and a “clayectomy”
· Students will cut off the top of their skull. Using a loop tool, students will scoop out clay so that the entire skull is even in thickness. O fi
· Students will then score and slip the pieces back together. If necessary students can mend a tiny coil on to fix any dips or creases. 
· If the skull is not going to support its own weight plastic bags can inserted through the eyes for support. 
· When students are finished molding and shaping their skull, they will begin to carve in Day of the Dead designs.  
· Once students have finished creating their sculpture, they will be begin to refine them by adding details, smoothing edges, adding textures, etc. 
· The students will then work on finishing their closed form pinch pots and prepare them for firing. 
· Students will then wrap and store their work and resume his or her project the next day or begin something new. 
· The teacher will review the day’s activities with the students and check for understanding. 

Part IV:
· After the pieces have been fired:
· Once the student’s pieces have gone through the stages of dryness (leather hard to greenware) the piece will be fired in the kiln.
· After the pieces have been bisque fired, students will have the choice to use acrylic paint to finish it or glaze it and then re-fire it in the kiln. 
· Students will be reminded that Day of the Dead designs are bright, colorful, and happy.

Interdisciplinary Connects:
· Students will learn Spanish vocabulary regarding Day of the Dead.
· Sculpture students will teach students in Spanish classes how to make paper sculptures. 
· Spanish Language students will come into Sculpture to do an interdisciplinary lesson.

Evaluation:  
After the student completes their sculpture (building through firing), he or she will be assessed according to the following criteria, which will be incorporated into a grade sheet: 
· Neatness
· Participation
· Classroom Behavior
Students will also be evaluated based on the following:
· The finished sculpture should be created using two or more pinch pots. 
· Each pot should have walls that are even in thickness and do not exceed ½”. 
· The surface of the pot should coordinate with its design. 
· The pot should have an air hole that will allow air to escape the piece.
· The students name and period number should be neatly etched into the bottom.

Extensions:
Students can create 3-dimensional paper flowers to decorate around their skull or they can create an alter for their skull to reside in.

Vocabulary: 
· Aesthetics: A pleasing appearance or effect 
· Clayectomy: Removing excess clay using a loop tool.
· Craniotomy: Cutting off the top of the skull to access the inside.
· Balance: Proportion of parts or areas in a design arranged to create a feeling of stability in a work 
· Día de los Muertos: Day of the Dead. Latin American holiday.
· Form: Having length, width, and depth, three-dimensional.
· Harmony: A way of combining elements of art to accent their similarities and combine the parts into a whole 
· Pinch pot: A clay pot formed by pinching a ball of clay with the thumb and fingers 
· Shape: An enclosed space; geometric and organic.
· Unity: The quality of wholeness or oneness that is achieved through the effective use of the elements and principles of design 
· Vessel: Container 
