Creating Culturally Inspired Coil Vessels

UNIT: Clay

AIM: How can we create a culturally inspired vessel out of clay, which is both functional and decorative?

SUBJECT AREA: Sculpture I

GRADE LEVEL: 10th – 12th 

MATERIALS: 
· 
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· Clay
· Clay Tools
· Cultural Resources and References
· Glaze or Acrylic Paint
· Paper
· Pencil


GOALS AND OBJECTIVES:
Creating, Performing, and participating in the Arts (NYS #1):
· Students will create a coil vessel inspired by a culture of their choice.

Knowing and Using Art Materials and Resources (NYS #2):
· Students will understand the clay medium, the process of creating pottery, and the tools used to create a pottery vessel. Students will work from a reference for inspiration. Students will create an original and unique vessel incorporating elements of a culture of their choice.

Responding to and Analyzing Works of Art (NYS #3):
· Students will research art and ceramics from various cultures for inspiration and incorporate elements from that culture into a coil pottery piece. Students will be responsible for incorporating the elements and principles of art and design into the vessel.

Understanding the Cultural Dimensions and Contributions of the Arts (NYS #4):
· Students will understand how pottery and art influence and effect various cultures, as well as what purpose pottery and art played in those cultures.

TEACHER PREPARATION:
· The teacher will have supplies and materials ready for students to use.
· The teacher will gather resources such as books about art, sculpture, and pottery from various world cultures, for students to research inspiration for their vessels. 
· The teacher will prepare packets of images of pottery from various cultures for students to analyze and observe.
· The teacher will have samples of coil pots (physical and digital) for students to reference, look at, touch, and feel.

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS:
· How is a coil pot created?
· What role does pottery and art play in various cultures?
· How can a ceramic piece be both functional and decorative?
· How can students build and construct a coil pot using the elements and principles of design?

COMMON MISCONCEPTIONS OR MISUNDERSTANDINGS:
· Students could have trouble creating the desired shape of their vessel. (Students could have trouble having the walls of their vessel go in and out as they desire.)
· A solution to this is to create a template in paper, which will allow the students to have their coils fit along the shape and contour of the paper template.
· Students may work too wide, meaning they bring their coils out to far from the base, causing the pot to collapse.
· A solution to this is for the teacher to create posters for students to reference in order for them to understand key coil placement.
· Students may work too thin, meaning their coils are too skinny and small, which in the greenware/bonedry state will make the vessel too fragile.
· The teacher will inform the students that coils should be no smaller than the circumference of a dime.

LESSON:  
Part I: Introducing the Project and World Cultures
· To begin the lesson the teacher will tell the students the topic of the lesson. Students are to create a clay vessel using coils. 
· The teacher will show students examples of coil vases created by former students and examples of coil pots relating to world cultures. 
· The teacher will explain that students will have to incorporate elements and characteristics of a culture of their choice into their vessel. 
· Students will have to create an original and unique piece that is evocative of and inspired by the culture they choose, they are not to duplicate a piece created by another artist.
· The teacher will have gone to the school or public library to get books detailing art, sculpture and pottery from various world cultures, the students will also provide computers for students to research cultures on the internet. 
· Each student will review, respond to, and analyze the resources available to them. 
· Students will determine what role does pottery and art play in various cultures.
· Students will look for inspiration for their own clay vessel, by evaluating different cultures. (Example students will search for traditional Japanese ceramics or traditional Japanese pottery). 
· Students will take notes and sketch ideas as they go through the resources available to them. 
· Students will determine what culture they are inspired by and determine what elements of that culture they will represent in their vessel. 
· By moving going through the different books, packets, and searching the Internet students will be exposed to a variety of world cultures. 
· While the students are researching the teacher will walk around the room and guide the students and offer assistance.
· The teacher will review the day’s activities with the students and check for understanding. 

Part II: Decision Making and Sketching
· The teacher will review the previous day’s activities with the students.
· The teacher will ask for student volunteers to describe what they did yesterday and what they think they will be working on today. 
· The teacher will answer any questions students may have about the activities from the day before. 
· The teacher will review with the students the criteria for the project.
· If necessary students can reference the books, packets, and Internet again. 
· The teacher will have students begin to narrow down what culture they would like to use as an inspiration. 
· Students will begin to determine what characteristics of that culture they would like to incorporate into their piece. 
· The students will have to identify the key elements of the culture they have chosen and incorporate it into their vessel. 
· Once that is complete students will create a detailed sketch of their vessel, including the elements of the culture they chose. Students can choose to interpret the culture in the construction or shape of the piece or in the way it is finished, decorated, glazed, or painted. 
· Students will also take into account the elements and principles of art, to make a fully organized and constructed vessel.
· If the students are using specific references they will have to alter the reference in order to make it his or her own. 
· The process of how students create their piece as well as how they finish it (glazing or painting with acrylics, etc.) will be an important part of how the piece and the student are evaluated. 
· Students will sketch out the shape of their vessel as well as any details such as decorations, handles, feet, etc. 
· The teacher will review the day’s activities with the students and check for understanding. 

PART III: Project Requirements, Building Slabs, and Rolling Coils 
· As a “Do Now” students will copy down the criteria for the project in their sketchbooks. 
· Next, the teacher will review the previous day’s activities with the students.
· The teacher will ask for student volunteers to describe what they did yesterday and what they think they will be working on today. 
· The teacher will answer any questions students may have about the activities from the day before. 
· The teacher will review with the students the criteria for the project.
· The teacher will review with the students the fundamental properties of clay and how it should be handled. 
· Wedging, scoring and slipping, etc.
· Students will be informed of expectations for the project. 
· Students will have to create a coil pot that is original and unique, that incorporates characteristics of the culture they chose.
· The walls of the vessel should be of an equal thickness. 
· Coils should be mended or scored and slipped.
· The bottom of the pot should be flat, with the students name and period number on it, etc. 
· The teacher will demonstrate how the students will create a coil pot, starting with making a slab for a base. 
· A slab roller or rolling pin can be used or
· Students can also create a ball and flatten it for their base
· The teacher will also demonstrate how to roll coils and properly add them to their base.
· Students can also use an extruder to make coils if one is available
· The teacher will demonstrate how to create a base and score and slip coils onto it.
· Students need to put their full name and period number on the bottom of their piece right away. 
· Students will then begin building up the vertical walls of the pot by adding one coil at a time, carefully joining each coil to the one below it by mending with his or her thumb or a wooden modeling tool. 
· To make a coil pot the students will need to prepare several coils of clay. 
· These are made by gently rolling clay back and forth on a canvas covered surface or the bare table, stretching it outward as it is rolled, until a coil of uniform thickness of about 1 to 1 ½ inches is created. 
· The length of the coils need not be uniform.
· But for uniform coils an extruder can be used
· Coil placement is important. 
· The teacher will inform the students about coil placement (inside edge, directly on top, outside edge, and how that relates to the shape of the pot).
· Seems should not all line up in the same spot, as this will create a weak wall on the vessel.
· Coils have the ability to become invisible as the students build a smooth and uniform pot with a pleasing shape. 
· If the coils are not joined carefully, the coils can separate as the clay dries and the pot may detach, crumble or break apart. 
· Students can leave the coil design visible on the outside of their pot as a design element. 
· If they choose to do that they must make sure that the inside of the pot is smooth and the coils are securely joined. 
· The teacher will instruct the students on the proper way to store and wrap their pieces to ensure they stay moist, and dry at an appropriate rate.
· Only students who have completed their sketches will begin by creating the base for their vessel by making a slab, followed by coils.
· The teacher will review the day’s activities with the students and check for understanding. 

Part IV: Building the Vessel and Incorporating Cultural Characteristics
· The teacher will review the previous day’s activity with the students.
· The teacher will ask for student volunteers to describe what they did yesterday and what they think they will be working on today. 
· The teacher will answer any questions students may have about the activities from the day before.
· The teacher will review with the students the criteria for the project.
· To make a coil pot the students will need to prepare several coils of clay. (These should be made fresh each day, as they lose plasticity over time).
· Students will be encouraged by the teacher to add decorative elements onto their piece that are congruous with the culture they have chosen. 
· Students will balance the decorative elements with the functionality of their piece. 
· These design elements will need to be scored and slipped onto their pots, or carved and sculpted in. 
· Students will need to use their sketches and other references and resources for inspiration. 
· Students who are considering adding a handle to their piece will have to think about how the placement of the handle will affect the functionality of the piece. 
· The teacher will instruct the students on the proper way to store and wrap their pieces to ensure they stay moist, and dry at an appropriate rate.
· When students are finished building their vessel, adding decorations, refining and improving their piece, they will put the pot aside to dry. 
· Once the pot is greenware, and no longer cold to the touch, it may be bisque fired. 

Part V: When the Pieces are Complete
· Once the student’s pieces have gone through the stages of dryness (leather hard to greenware) the piece will be fired in the kiln.
· After the pieces have been bisque fired students will have the choice to use acrylic paint to finish it or glaze it and then re-fire it in the kiln. 
· Students will be encouraged to experiment with color, shading, blending, and value.
· How students complete their vessel should be in line with the culture they had selected.

EVALUATION:  
The student will be graded according to the following criteria, which will be incorporated into a grade sheet: 
· Did the student partake in class discussions?
· Did the student sketch his or her coil vessel? Did the sketch show form and represent the culture or incorporated into the design?
· Is the piece aesthetically “pleasing” and reflective of the chosen culture?
· Did the student construct a piece that incorporates harmony, unity, and balance?
· Did the student construct a vessel that has walls that are of even thickness?
· Did the student join areas of the neck and vessel so that seams are not visible, demonstrating good craftsmanship?
· Did the student glaze the piece properly or paint it neatly?
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Overall did the student demonstrate mastery of technique and craftsmanship?
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